NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

                                                                                                  JUNE 24, 2007 

DO WE ANSWER GOD’S PRAYERS?
     There once was a poor boy that had no shoes.  He prayed very hard.  One day an irreligious boy teased him:  “You say so many prayers.  It seems to me that if God heard your prayers he would tell someone to buy you a pair of shoes.”  The boy answered:  “I think he does, but they don’t listen.”

     Do we listen to the prayers God sends our way?  Or do we mistakenly believe that God is alone in the business of answering prayers?

     The poorest man gets along somehow.  He needs very little to exist.  He will survive in the face of great need.  Even Christ assured us that the poor would always be with us.  It is the rich man that Christ warned.  And viewing the situation from a purely practical point of view, it follows that the rich need the poor more than the poor need the rich.

     The panhandler we meet on the street and asks for a handout may be repulsive.  Our first impulse is to ignore him.  He is lazy.  He is dirty.  His breath may disgust us.  If he were not a shiftless bum, he could get a job and make a living like the rest of us.  All these things may be true.  That’s why we want to pass on by and ignore him completely. Did it ever strike us that we may need him more than he needs us?

     If we refuse, there will be someone else coming along in a few minutes who will fill this man’s basic need…. maybe better and more generously than we might have done.  And even if there were no one to hear his plea, he would have gone to bed, if he had one, hungry, before he ever crossed our path.

     But if we refuse, we have missed an opportunity to perform an act of charity.  God told us that we must love our neighbor as ourselves for the love of God.  He didn’t say because he was attractive or because he might be able to do us a favor sometime in the future, but simply because this is how we show our love for God.

     It may be much more satisfying to help orphans or widows or the truly deserving, but we may need these shiftless bums more.  That is why we ask,” Do we answer God’s prayers?”  God bless you. 

                                                             Fr. Ronald J. Braud
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Monday, June 25, 2007
6:30 a.m.    Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.    Ronald Matranga
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   Doris, Raymond, Thomas & John Landeche
8:30 a.m.   Vincent Marino
6:00 p.m.   Raul Vega
Wednesday
6:30 a.m.   Special Intentions
8:30 a.m.   Louis Eichhorn
Thursday
6:30 a.m.    Louise Peters
8:30 a.m.    Ronald Matranga
Friday
6:30 a.m.    Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.    Dean Laurent
Saturday
8:30 a.m.      George Mandella
4:00 p.m.  Poor Souls in Purgatory, Rebuilding our Community, Marie Neumeyer, Marie Neeb, Marcia Caparotta, Loretta R. Eagan, Jack G. Doussan, Helen W. Egan, Jennifer Mosgrove, Will Vissers, Hippler Family, M/M John Visser, M/M Willard Duplantis, Joe Miano, Special Intentions for the Duplantis Family
Sunday, July 1, 2007 
8:00 a.m.        For the Parishioners  

10:00 a.m.     U.S. Armed Forces, George Holmes, Louis Smith, Sr., Rose Mary Ruddock, Cecelia & Joseph Campieri, Joseph Markey, Special Intentions for Malcolm Boudreaux
12:00 Noon    M/M Gilbert Brechtel, Sr.
 5:00 p.m.      Paul Grunik                 
+++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++
[image: image3.png]



FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR
The beautiful flowers adorning the Altar this weekend are in loving memory of:
George H. Creath, Jr. & George H. Creath III.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

WILL BURN FOR
IRWIN LEMOINE
JUNE 25 – JULY 1
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MONDAY:  The Rosary to Our Lady of Prompt Succor will be prayed every Monday morning before the 6:30 a.m. Mass during the Hurricane Season. 
Come Lord Jesus Bible Study at 7p.m. in the Conference Room.  Boy Scout Troop 107 will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Hall. Cabbage Ball at 6:00 p.m. in the School yard.
TUESDAY: 6:00 p.m. Mass, Novena and the Rosary. 
WEDNESDAY: Cabbage Ball at 6 p.m. in the School yard. KC Open Social at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Hall.
SLKF CLASS OF 1967: We are in the process of looking for graduates for a 40th year Reunion for the SLKF Class of 1967. Please contact Janet Ferran at 828-6481.

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your children.  The Sea of Galilee obeyed your order and returned to its former quietude; you are still the Master of land and sea.  We live in the shadow of a danger over which we have no control.  The Gulf, like a provoked and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land and spread chaos and disaster.  During this hurricane season, we turn to You, O loving Father.  Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with the passing of time.  O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our Beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son in our behalf, so that spared from the calamities common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where a storm-less eternity awaits us. Amen.
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COLLECTION FOR JUNE 17, 2007

Budget $7,050.00       Received   $6,250.37   
Deficit $799.63
Cumulative Deficit $ 39,563.71
Priests Retirement Fund totaled $2,318.50.
Next weekend the 2nd Collection will be for the 
SLKF Building & Maintenance Fund.

[PERIMETER FENCE CO.]
IF NOAH HAD TO BUILD
THE ARK IN 2007 A.D.
   The Lord spoke to Noah and said, "In six months I am going to make it rain until the whole world is covered with water and all the evil people are destroyed. But, I want to save a few good people and two of every living thing on the planet. You are commanded to build an Ark." And, in a flash of lightning, he delivered the specifications for the Ark.
    "Okay," Noah said, trembling with fear and fumbling with the blueprints, "I'm your man."

Six months passed, the sky began to cloud up, and the rain began to fall in torrents. The Lord looked down and saw Noah sitting in his yard, weeping, and there was no Ark.

   "Noah!" said the Lord, "Where is the Ark?" A lightning bolt crashed into the ground right beside Noah.

"Lord, please forgive me!" begged Noah. "I did my best, but there were some big problems. First, I had to get a building permit for the ark's construction, and your plans did not meet their code. So, I had to hire an engineer to redo the plans, only to get into a long argument with him about whether to include a sprinkler system.

   "My neighbors objected, claiming that I was violating zoning ordinances by building the ark in my front yard, so I had to get a variance from the city planning board.

   Then, I had a big problem getting enough wood for the ark, because there was a ban on cutting trees to save the spotted owl. I tried to convince the environmentalists and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that I needed the wood to save the owls, but they wouldn't let me catch them, so no owls. The carpenters formed a union and went on strike. I had to negotiate a settlement with the Labor Relations Board before any one would pick up a saw or hammer. Now we have sixteen carpenters going on the boat, but no owls.
   "Next, I started gathering up the animals, but got sued by an animal rights group that objected to me taking along only two of each kind.   "Just when the suit got dismissed, the EPA notified me that I couldn't complete the Ark without filling out an environmental impact statement on Your proposed flood plan. They didn't take kindly to the idea that they had no jurisdiction over the Supreme Being. 
   Then, the Army Corps of Engineers wanted a map of the proposed flood plan. I sent them a globe!

"Right now, I'm still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission over how many minorities I'm supposed to hire. The IRS has seized all my assets claiming that I am trying to leave the country, and I just got a notice from the state that I owe some kind of use tax. Really, I don't think I can finish the ark in less than five years."

With that, the sky cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow arched across the sky. Noah looked up and smiled. "You mean You are not going to destroy the world?" he asked hopefully.

   "No," said the Lord. "The government already has."
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Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. Life is a beauty, admire it. Life is a dream, realize it. Life is a challenge, meet it. Life is a duty, complete it. Life is a game, play it. Life is a promise, fulfill it. Life is a sorrow, overcome it. Life is a song, sing it. Life is a struggle, accept it. Life is a tragedy, confront it. Life is an adventure, dare it. Life is luck, make it. Life is life, fight for it.                                            … Mother Teresa














Readings for the Week of June 24, 2007


Sunday		Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71; 1 Pt 1:8-12; 


		Lk 1:5-17	


Monday		Gn	 12:1-9; Ps 33; Mt 7:1-5


Tuesday	Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15; Mt 7:6, 12-14


Wednesday	Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105; Mt 7:15-20


Thursday	Gn 16:1-12, 15-16 or 16:6b -12, 15-16;


	Ps 106; Mt 7:21-29


Friday		Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19; Gal 1:11-20; 


		Jn 21:15-19


		Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 


		17-18; Mt 16:13-19


Saturday	Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50, 53, 54-55; Mt 8:5-17	








ALTAR DUTY: JUNE 30 - TEAM 4


















