ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

                                                                                                  JUNE 17, 2007 

FORGIVENESS

     Forgiveness is the subject of today’s Gospel.  The town sinner dares to approach Jesus at a dinner.  With profound and sincere gestures she acts out her sorrow.  Jesus tells the woman that her many sins are forgiven because of her faith and love.

     Simon, the Pharisee, sees himself as a self-styled saint; but in fact he is a sinner who needs to be forgiven for pride and a sense of superiority.  In the eyes of the townsfolks, the woman is the worst sinner----but under the gaze of Christ, she is also one of their greatest lovers.

     Simon should have shown more hospitality to Christ who was his guest.  By contrast the repentant woman, who was a complete stranger to Jesus, overwhelms him with affection.

     Simon seems to hold back and never gets close to Jesus, or to anyone else for that matter.  The woman is not afraid to express her feelings and outdoes herself in repentance, just as she had outdone herself in sinfulness before.

     The use of oil is pivotal to the story.  Simon withheld from Jesus an anointing with even a little ordinary olive oil.  The sinful woman literally poured out on Jesus a whole vase of expensive perfumed oil----a symbol of both

the vastness of her love and of the forgiveness she received.

     How do we face our own sinfulness and accept forgiveness?  Unless we honestly confess our sins we miss out on the miracle of God’s mercy, the way Simon did. Unless we open our hearts to accept the gift of forgiveness from God, from others and from ourselves, we can waste a lifetime.

     But if we are strong enough to seek forgiveness like the Gospel woman, then Christ can do great things for us.  He can transform our vices into virtues; make guilt give away to gladness and change dead ends into new beginnings.

     The Lord’s kingdom does not consist of people who have never sinned, but of people who have sinned and sought forgiveness, people who have failed, even grievously, yet found grace.

     So we don’t have to pretend to be perfect like Simon.

All we have to do is place ourselves at the feet of Jesus as the penitent woman did and experience the pardon and peace of his unconditional love.  God bless you,

                                                              Fr. Ronald J. Braud
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Monday, June 18, 2007
6:30 a.m.    Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.    Cynthia B. Taffaro
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   June Andrews
8:30 a.m.   Mildred & Emile Morano
6:00 p.m.   Marcus Eichhorn, Sr.
Wednesday
6:30 a.m.   Rose Ruddock
8:30 a.m.   Raul Vega
Thursday
6:30 a.m.    Cecelia & Joseph Campieri, Jr.
8:30 a.m.    Dean Laurent
Friday
6:30 a.m.    George H. Creath, Jr. & George H. Creath, III
8:30 a.m.    Marie H. Neeb
Saturday
8:30 p.m.      Clifford Guidry
4:00 p.m.  Poor Souls in Purgatory, Rebuilding our Community, J. Melvin Vicknair, Marie Neeb, Anthony S. Canzoneri, Mildred  Schneider, Rose Mary Ruddock, Special Intentions, Christopher J. Crosby, Thanks to St. Jude & St. Anthony, Ted Vissers
Sunday, June 24, 2007 
8:00 a.m.        For the Parishioners  

10:00 a.m.     Jochim Beer, Victor & Lillian Piazza, Joseph A. Markey, George Holmes, Thanks to the Blessed Mother & St. Lucy, Special Intentions
12:00 Noon    Cleo D. & Thomas Ledig 

  5:00 p.m.     Edwin Rene Gonzales

                    & Darlene Gonzales Vincent 
+++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++
LORD HEAR OUR PRAYER

For our fathers, who have given life and love, that we may show them respect and love; For fathers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give hope, and their family and friends support and console them; For fathers who have died, that God may bring them into the joy of his kingdom. Amen.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

WILL BURN 
IN HONOR OF THE HOLY TRINITY
JUNE 18 – JUNE 24
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MONDAY:  Come Lord Jesus Bible Study at 7p.m. in the Conference Room.  Boy Scout Troop 107 will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Hall. Cabbage Ball at 6:00 p.m. in the School yard.
TUESDAY: Evening Mass, Novena and the Rosary beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY: Cabbage Ball at 6:00 p.m. in the School yard.

THURSDAY: Men’s Club Basketball at 7p.m. in the Lorio Center.
PEOPLE PROGRAM
 The People Program is a ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph sponsored by Holy Spirit Catholic Church and St, Matthew United Methodist Church and is one of the best kept secrets in New Orleans.

   The People Program is a non-profit organization for persons 50 years old and over who are looking for creative ways to spend leisure time. Over 100 varied courses are offered and include exercise, computer, dance, art, needlework, crafts, games, languages, music, and more.  
   Many participants, who first come out of curiosity, discovered a pleasant atmosphere in which to enjoy new friendships, develop new skills in and to take part in a variety of monitored discussions, lectures, social gatherings, and travel opportunities.
   For one membership fee of $125, you can take as many classes as you’d like. 
Registration: Tuesday, July 24 & Thursday, July 26 
9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
Place: St. Matthews United Methodist Church
6017 Camphor Street, Metairie, LA.
For more information call 504-394-5433 or visit the website at www.peopleprogram.org.
           RETREAT HOUSE TO HOST TEA PARTY
The 9th Annual Afternoon Tea at the Metairie Cenacle Retreat House is Sunday, July 29th from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. This elegant event allows ladies an afternoon with friends to be pampered and enjoy a traditional three-course tea. Last year, more than 130 ladies supped on delicate finger sandwiches prepared by the Cenacle chefs, scones and sweets provided by local bakeries and a variety of specialty teas. Several lucky guests will receive door prizes donated by generous area businesses. Lilting music will complete the ambiance. Wearing of hats is welcome! Make your reservations now! This event sells out fast. Call Ann Morcos in the Development Office at (504) 887-1420, ext. 227. Individual tickets are $30 and tables of eight can be purchased for $240.
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[GEILING SERVICE]
TIMELINE OF FATHER'S DAY HISTORY
Ninety years of celebrating dads
1910 - Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, organizes the first Father's Day celebration on June 19, her own father's birthday. The mayor of Spokane and the governor of Washington state officially support the event. Dodd's father, a farmer and Civil War veteran, had been a single father to six young children after the death of his wife.
1924 - President Calvin Coolidge publicly supports plans for a national Father's Day. 
1926 - The National Father's Day Committee meets for the first time in New York City. 
1956 - The observance of Father's Day is recognized by a Joint Resolution of Congress.
1966 - President Lyndon Johnson proclaims Father's Day to be an official national holiday. 
1972 - President Richard Nixon signs into law a permanent U.S. Father's Day to be observed on the third Sunday of June. 
1999 - Father's Day is the fifth most popular card-sending holiday, with an estimated $95 million in card sales. Not just fathers but husbands, grandfathers, uncles, sons, and sons-in-law are among the honorees.
2004 - There were an estimated 98,000 "stay-at-home" dads. These are married fathers with children under 15 years old who have remained out of the labor force for more than one year primarily so they can care for the family while their wives work outside the home. 
SLKF CLASS OF 1967 - 40 YEAR REUNION
We are in the process of looking for graduates for a 40th year Reunion for the SLKF Class of 1967. Please contact Janet Ferran at 828-6481.

ROSARY FOR THE HURRICANE SEASON

The Rosary to Our Lady of Prompt Succor will be prayed every Monday morning before the 6:30 a.m. Mass during the 2007 Hurricane Season. All are invited to join us in asking Our Lady of Prompt Succor to watch over us during this hurricane season and to help us rebuild our city and surrounding areas.
PRAYER TO AVERT STORMS AND HURRICANES
God of all Creation, all the elements of nature obey your command. Calm the storms and hurricanes that threaten us and turn our fear into praise of your goodness. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
COLLECTION FOR JUNE 10, 2007

  Received                           $ 10,540.38 

 (Includes Special Donation $  4,000.00) 

                          Budget        $  7,050.00   

                          Surplus       $  3,490.38
Cumulative Deficit $28,996.33[image: image2.png]












Readings for the Week of June 17, 2007


Sunday	2 Sm 12:7-10, 13; Ps 32; Gal 2:16, 19-21;


	Lk 7:36—8:3 or 7:36-50


Monday	2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98; Mt 5:38-42


Tuesday	2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146; Mt 5:43-48


Wednesday 	2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112; Mt 6:1-6,


		 16-18


Thursday	2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111; Mt 6:7-15


Friday	2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34; 


		Mt 6:19-23


Saturday	2 Cor 12:1-10; Ps 34; Mt 6:24-34











ALTAR DUTY: JUNE 23 - TEAM 3


















