FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

                                                                                            MARCH 18, 2007 

“UNLIMITED MERCY”

     Today’s Gospel tells us about the parable of the famous prodigal son, or which is sometimes called the parable of the merciful father.  You and I are in that story.  We are the wayward sons and daughters.  We have been the wandering children, disobedient brothers of Christ, selfish sons of an all-kind Father.

     That Father has taken us back, not just once, not just several times, but countless times.  He has forgiven us.  He has taken us to Himself. 

     How could any sons or daughters of God run away from an all-merciful Father?  How could anyone stay away when we know that our Father is all-forgiving?  Yes there is no limit to the mercy of the Father.  Never forget that.

     I know the usual objection to emphasizing the limitless mercy of God. “If we rely solely or mainly on the mercy of God , isn’t there the danger that we will go out and commit all kinds of serious sins, always counting on the limitless mercy and forgiveness of God?

     I am not a bit afraid of that.  Why is our Father all-merciful?  Because He is all-good, good in Himself and good to me.  If I remember that He is all-good, I will not want to offend Him.  I will try to please Him, obey Him, and serve Him.

     In today’s first reading the Lord said to Joshua: “Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt from you.”  No longer would God’s people be punished.  The Response gives us these encouraging words: “When the afflicted man called out, the Lord heard and from all his distress he saved him.”

     Even more encouraging are the words of St. Paul in the second reading: “God, in Christ, was reconciling the world to Himself and not counting man’s transgressions against him…. The message of reconciliation.”  To reconcile means to make friendly again, to settle a difference, to bring into harmony.

     During this Lent, let us make every effort to be reconciled with God, seeking to be forgiven of our sins.

God bless you.                                  

                                                           Fr. Ronald J. Braud   
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MASS   INTENTIONS 

Monday, March 19, 2007
6:30 a.m.  Dean Laurent
8:30 a.m.  Emile & Mary Lonero
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   Poor Souls in Purgatory 
8:30 a.m.   Bernard “Buddy” Franz
6:00 p.m.   Joseph Campieri, Jr.
Wednesday 
6:30 a.m.   Dr. Jean Pierre Barbe’ & Jean Pierre
8:30 a.m.   Louis Eichhorn
Thursday 
6:30 a.m.   M/M Joseph Mailhes
8:30 a.m.   Mike Foto
Friday 
6:30 a.m.   Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.   Doris, Raymond, Thomas & John Landeche
6:00 p.m.   Cynthia B. Taffaro 
Saturday
8:30 a.m.   Special Intentions for Byrnn Winter
4:00 p.m. (Msgr. Lorio) Poor Souls in Purgatory, Tornado Victims, U.S. Armed Forces, Marie Neumeyer, John C. Monteverde, Jr., Irwin & Mary Lemoine, Raul Vega, Richard J. Fourcade, Rose Ruddock, Marie Neeb, Special Favor St. Jude, Special Intentions
Sunday, March 25, 2007 
8:00 a.m.  (Fr. Terrebonne)   For the Parishioners
10:00a.m. (Fr. Braud) Poor Souls in Purgatory, U.S. Armed Forces, Rebuilding Our Community, Rev. Ivern Bordelon, Michael Bradley Bean, George Mandella, Victor & Lillian Piazza, Marie Neeb, George H. Creath, Jr., George H. Creath III, Joseph A. Gamino
12:00 noon (Fr. DeMaria)   Mary & Jesse Youngblood
5:00 p.m.    (Msgr. Lorio)   Mary Lemoine
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Our prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of Joseph Markey, Sr. May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.
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THE SANCTUARY LAMP

    WILL BURN FOR
WORLD PEACE
MARCH 19 – MARCH 25
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M ONDAY: St. Joseph’s Day.  CLJ Bible Study at 7p.m. in the Conference Room. Boy Scout Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Hall. Men’s Club Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Lorio Center.
TUESDAY: 6:00 p.m. Mass, Novena and the Rosary.  
WEDNESDAY: Summer Cabbage Ball Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria. 
THURSDAY: Men’s Club Basketball at 7:00 p.m. in the Lorio Center.
SATURDAY: Cub Scout Rain Gutter Regatta at 9:00 a.m. in the School yard. 
SUNDAY: CCD at 8:30 a.m. in the Classrooms.

USHERS' REORGANIZATION MEETING AND DINNER

Are you interested in becoming a St. Louis King of France Usher? Come join us at 6:00 pm in the Lorio Center on Tuesday, March 27th for our reorganization meeting and dinner. The meeting will bring together parishioners willing to share a little of their time to bring consistency and reverence to the celebration of the Mass. Both men and women are invited. RSVP to 583-4914 by 3/26/07

FISH FRY: The St. Louis Knights of Columbus will host a Fish Fry in the Lorio Center on Friday March 30th. Adult plates will be $6.50 and the Youth plates will be $5.00. The dinners will be served from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

SLKF GOLF TOURNAMENT: SLKF Men’s Club Scholarship Golf Tournament is scheduled for April 28th at Audubon Park Golf Course. Here’s your chance to try Golf Digest’s best new course in New Orleans. Join us for an afternoon of golf, food, drink and fun! Proceeds will go to the SLKF School Scholarship Fund. To register contact Taylor Frazier at 835-0162 or Craig Brim at 833-3740.


Why do Catholics stand, sit and kneel at different times during Mass?
   The Mass involves our hearts, minds and bodies when we adopt different postures. They help us focus but each posture also has a special meaning. We stand to show respect and honor as we do when the celebrant (representing Christ) enters and leaves, when we receive Communion, or when we hear the Gospel read. We sit when we listen to the homily to help us focus on the words being said. We kneel at the Consecration to show penance and adoration.
COLLECTION FOR MARCH 11, 2007
BUDGET $7,050.00 RECEIVED $ 6,886.00       
DEFICIT $164.00
CUMULATIVE DEFICIT $ 27,385.21

Church in Eastern Europe totaled $359.00.
DECORATIONS FOR EASTER

Remember loved ones at Easter with decorations for the altar by sending a check for $10.00 payable to the SLKF Altar Society. Include the name of the person to be remembered, printed clearly, and place it in an envelope marked Easter Decorations. Decorations for Easter are in loving memory of: Myrna Cangelosi, Clementine Esquivel, Judy Braud Coney, Claude & Selma Braud, Clarence Ybos, Charles Steim, Pearl M. Cooksey, M/M Vincent Marino. The Miano, Kreck, DeMunnick, Vicknair, Selger, Daray, Hidalgo and the Madere Families. 
HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
You can make a difference through volunteerism – a life changing journey of the heart. Flexible patient/family calls, visits or bereavement support in your area. If you are working, retired, or semi-retired, there is something for you. Discover what you can become in the service of others. Call Terry at Serenity Hospice Services about the April 21st Orientation/Training and Luncheon 366-3996.
Hurricane Season is just around the corner!
To better prepare everyone for the hurricane season the Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer Free Disaster Preparedness Courses. CERT - Community Emergency Response Training will cover: Fire safety, Light search & Rescue, Team organization and Basic non-skilled disaster medical operations. When enrolling in the CERT course you will receive a backpack full of disaster tools and supplies and gain valuable knowledge that will impact the lives of you, your family and community. For more info or to register in advance, call (504) 310-8767 or e-mail cdaquin@archdiocese- no.org.
A PRAYER FOR LENT
God of all mercy and steadfast love, we do not always live the way you want us to. Forgive us. Help us during this season of Lent to examine how we can be more faithful followers of Jesus Christ, your son. Guide us in our pilgrimage of discipleship. May our words and actions truly reflect your will for us.  Amen.
PARISH COUNCIL SUGGESTION BOX
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Faculty Lounge. Here is your opportunity to offer your ideas for discussion. Please use the following, or just use any note paper and place in an envelope marked For Parish Council and drop in the collection basket.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I would like the Parish Council to discuss or consider the following:
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Readings for the Week of March 18, 2007


Sunday	Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34; 


	2 Cor 5:17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32


Monday	2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89;


	Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 


	Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a


Tuesday	Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46; Jn 5:-1-16


Wednesday	Is 49:8-15; Ps 145; Jn 5:17-30


Thursday	Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106; Jn 5:31-47


Friday	Wis           2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30


Saturday              Jer 11:18-20; Ps 40; Jn 7:40-53
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Do That?





ALTAR DUTY: MARCH 24, 2007   TEAM 9















