THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

ST. LOUIS KING of FRANCE CHURCH

                                                                                            MARCH 11, 2007 

[image: image1.png]


CHRIST PLEADS FOR US

     What is the meaning of the story Our Lord tells in today’s Gospel?  The man who planted the fig tree is Almighty God.  The fig tree is the chosen people of God, you and me.  The worker in the vineyard is Christ.  In justice God the Father decides to cut down the fruitless tree.  Christ intercedes.  He pleads and prays that we will have another chance.  That is the story of our life with Christ.

     We have not borne fruit.  We have not done what we have been created to do.  We have even done what our Lord has told us not to do.  We have disobeyed his commandments.  We have not produced. 

     You can’t blame God for not being satisfied.  He decides to remove us.  But Jesus intervenes and intercedes; Jesus steps between God and us and asks for another chance.

     Pleading for us is the principal work of Christ.  He is our intercessor, our go-between.  He asks mercy for us.

He gets us another chance.  Not only does he beg the Father for forgiveness, Christ also begs for all the good things that we need.  That is why every official prayer of the Church ends with the intercession: “through Jesus

Christ our Lord.”

     Mass is the supreme expression of that truth.  Jesus offers himself to the Father through his priest.  In Eucharistic Prayer #2 we say: “For our sake Christ opened 

His arms on the Cross.“ He opens his pleading arms through the priest in every Mass.  Like Christ, every priest is an intercessor for the people.

     The saints are also intercessors.  They try to do what Christ did.  In fact, everyone who calls himself a follower of Christ must be, like Christ, an intercessor.  You and I must plead for those who do not have the time or heart or will to plead for themselves.  Do you have some relative or friend who needs God’s mercy?  Ask God to have mercy on the barren tree.  Too seldom do we pray for others in this way, even in our own family.

     We might complain and criticize for hours.  Do we ever find a few minutes to intercede before God for others, to ask God to spare, to help, to lift up the one who may have disobeyed the Father?  May Christ help us all to be intercessors!  God bless you.

                                                  Fr. Ronald J. Braud 
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Monday, March 12, 2007
6:30 a.m.  Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:30 a.m.  Catherine M. Razza
Tuesday

6:30 a.m.   Special Intentions for Byrnn Winter 
8:30 a.m.   Jack G. Doussan
6:00 p.m.   Barbara Rush
Wednesday 
6:30 a.m.   Louise Peters
8:30 a.m.   Catherine M. Razza
Thursday 
6:30 a.m.   Danguole Jaffee
8:30 a.m.   Mabel O’Donnell
Friday 
6:30 a.m.   Dean Laurent
8:30 a.m.   Marie Neumeyer
6:00 p.m.   Josephine & Nace Buccola 
Saturday
8:30 a.m.   Poor Souls in Purgatory
4:00 p.m. (Fr. Braud) Poor Souls in Purgatory, Tornado Victims, U.S. Armed Forces, Mabel O’Donnell, J. Melvin Vicknair, Frank A. Ferrara, Irwin & Mary Lemoine
Sunday, March 18, 2007 
8:00 a.m.  (Fr. DeMaria)   For the Parishioners
10:00a.m. (Fr. Terrebonne) Poor Souls in Purgatory, U.S. Armed Forces, Tornado Victims, Rebuilding Our Community, Jack & Dodie Youngblood, Special Intentions Byrnn Winter, Raul Vega, Marie Neeb, M/M Frank Whittaker, Sr., Joseph Gamino, Wesley Farmer, Sr.
12:00 noon (Msgr. Lorio)   Jochim Beer
5:00 p.m.    (Fr. Braud)   Millie Bayard
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Our prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of Joseph Gamino. May his soul and the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.
THE SANCTUARY LAMP

    WILL BURN FOR
DANGUOLE JAFFEE    
MARCH 12 – MARCH 18
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M ONDAY: CLJ Bible Study at 7p.m. in the Cafeteria. 
Boy Scout Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the KC Hall. School Board Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.
TUESDAY: 6:00 p.m. Mass, Novena and the Rosary.  
WEDNESDAY: Summer Cabbage Ball Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria. KC Business Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the KC Hall.
FRIDAY: Girl Scout Meeting 3 p.m. in the Lorio Center. Cub Scout Pack Meeting 7 p.m. in the Lorio Center. 
 6:00 p.m. Mass followed by the Way of the Cross.
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SATURDAY: Cub Scout Rain Gutter Regatta at 9:00 a.m. in the School yard. 
SUNDAY: CCD at 8:30 a.m. in the Classrooms.

The Scouts will attend the 10:00 a.m. Mass.
GOLF TOURNAMENT
 SLKF Golf Tournament is scheduled for April 28, 2007. Anyone interested in having a team or sponsoring a hole, please contact Taylor Frazier at 957-4678.
.
2007 KIDCAM SUMMER CAMP

SLKF/Kidcam Summer Camp is offering eight fun-filled weeks of activities and adventure in culture, recreation and education. The camp is for ages 3-13 and runs from June 4-July 27. The camp hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. For more information call Kidcam at (504) 472-KIDS-5437 or (800) 229-9761.

           SOLES FOR CHRIST GOOD FRIDAY WALK
The Center of Jesus the Lord, 1236 N. Rampart St., New Orleans, will once again sponsor the “Soles for Christ” Good Friday charity pledge walk on April 6, 2007. This event annually draws hundreds of people to visit nine Downtown New Orleans churches and view live-action Stations of the Cross acted out by the Emile-Vincent Players. This is a wonderful way to experience the power of Good Friday. For additional information call -529-1636
     2007 DISASTER PREPAREDNESS COURSES
To better prepare everyone for the hurricane season the Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer Free Disaster Preparedness Courses.  When enrolling in the Community Emergency Response Training course you will receive a backpack full of disaster tools and supplies and gain valuable knowledge on how to organize disaster situations. Additional programs including Red Cross shelter training, will be available. For more info or to register in advance, call 310- 8767 or e-mail cdaquin@archdiocese- no.org.

COLLECTION FOR MARCH 4, 2007
RECEIVED $ 7,213.50      BUDGET $7,050.00
SURPLUS $163.50
Building & Maintenance Fund totaled $4,744.00.
DECORATIONS FOR EASTER

Remember loved ones at Easter with decorations for the altar by sending a check for $10.00 payable to the SLKF Altar Society. Include the name of the person to be remembered, printed clearly, and place it in an envelope marked Easter Decorations.

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR
The Rau family, friends and Lamana-Panno-Fallo funeral home would like to invite you to visit their St. Joseph Altar on Sunday, March 18th viewing only from 6:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m. and on Monday, March 19th a Traditional Meal will be served from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Due to the size and popularity of this altar which was previously on Metairie Heights it will now be at Lamana-Panno-Fallo funeral home, 1717 Veterans Blvd., Metairie, LA.
CHOOSE LIFE
Jesus told his disciples to invite the poor, blind and the lame to dine with us, saying, “You should be pleased they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid in the resurrection of the just.” So also when we speak, work, and pray for the unborn children, we advocate for those least able to repay us. Thus, love for the unborn is the most selfless form of love. Nothing comes from them in return.
FISH FRY
The St. Louis Knights of Columbus will host a Fish Fry in the Lorio Center on Friday March 30th. Adult plates will be $6.50 and the Youth plates will be $5.00. The diners will be served from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

What is The Catholic Relief Services Collection?

The Catholic Relief Services Collection supports Catholic Church organizations that carry out international relief and solidarity efforts. Programs include relief and resettlement services to the victims of persecution, war, and natural disasters as well as development projects to improve the living conditions of the poor and advocacy on behalf of the powerless. The 2nd Collection next weekend March 17th and 18th will be for the Catholic Relief Services.
PARISH COUNCIL SUGGESTION BOX
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the Faculty Lounge. Here is your opportunity to offer your ideas for discussion. Please use the following, or just use any note paper and place in an envelope marked For Parish Council and drop in the collection basket. I would like the Parish Council to discuss or consider the following:
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Readings for the Week of March 11, 2007


Sunday 	Ex 3:1-8a, 13-15; Ps 103; 1 Cor 10:1-6,


	10-12; Lk 13:1-9


Monday	2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Ps 42; Lk 4:24-30


Tuesday	Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25; Mt 18:21-35


Wednesday	Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147; Mt 5:17-19


Thursday	Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95; Lk 11:14-23


Friday	Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81; Mk 12:28-34


Saturday	Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51; Lk 18:9-14
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